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Purchasing Pet Drugs Online:

Buyer Beware

y/i iscount pet drugs—no prescription required” may appeal
to pet owners surfing the Web, but FDA experts say it

can be risky to buy drugs online from sites
that tout this message and others like it.

Some of the Internet sites that
sell pet drugs represent legitimate,
reputable pharmacies, says Martine
Hartogensis, DV.M., Promotion and
Advertising Liaison for FDA' Cen-
er for Veterinary Medicine (CVM)
But others are fronts for unscrupu-
lous businesses operating against
the law.

FDA has found companies that sell
unapproved pet drugs and counter
feit pet products, make fraudulent
claims, dispense prescription drugs
without requiring a prescription, and
sell expired drugs.

Pet owners who purchase drugs
from these companies may think

they are saving money, says Harto-
gensis, but in reality, they may be
short-changing their pet's health and
putting its e at risk.

CVM regulates the manufacture
and distribution of animal drugs,
while individual state pharmacy
boards regulate the dispensing of
prescription veterinary products

Red Flags
Some foreign Internet pharmacies
advertise that veterinary prescription
drugs are available to ULS. citizens
withouta prescription. But, says Har-
togensis, “There isa risk of the drugs
not being FDA-approved.”

When ordering online

1. Order from a Web site
that belongs to a VIPPS-
accredited pharmacy.

2. Mail the prescription
provided by your
veterinarian to the
pharmacy after your
pet receives a physical
‘examination.

3. Order from an outsourced
prescription management
service that your
veterinarian uses.
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