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Diagnosis is typically confirmed by finding white nce Mke segments (the proglottids) in the feces, on the pet, or in the pet's bedding.
The segments are motile when freshly passed and may be mistaken for maggots or fly larvae. Occasionally egg capsules are seen
on a fecal flotation. Because of the low pathogenicity, pets can tolerate infections with hundreds of Dipylidium caninum, without ll
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[image: image3.jpg]effect. Adult Dipylidium caninum infections can be cleared by the use of praziquantel or epsiprantel. However, according to
Bowman et al,, “[the] benefits of anthelmintic therapy are particularly short-lived unless fleas and biting lice also are brought
under control.” Without comprehensive flea &id louse control, new infections could occur, and proglottid segments would
reappear in the feces in as little as 3 weeks. FRONTLINE® Plus kills adult fleas, prevents the immature flea stages from developing,
and rapidly eliminates chewing (biting) lice. Control of these two parasites is essential for eliminating existing tapeworm problems.
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Key Points

= Common dog and cat tapeworms are relatively harmiess intestinal parasites that rarely cause disea:

* Dipylicium caninums the common tapeworm of dogs and cats, and fleas and chewing (biing)lice act as intermedate hoss.

« Tapeworms are often diagnosed by observing large, white ice-like segments on the perinaum of the pet or in the feces.

* A product ike FRONTLINE Plus thet sffectively targets chewing (biting)fce and all stages of the lea lfe cycle s essentil for
prevening tapeworm Infections in dogs and cats.

Joseph K. Rosentel, MS, DVM, PhD

Introduction

Dipylidium caninum, the common tapeworm of dogs and cats, can be dificutto eliminats with anthelmintics alone, even with
repeated treatments with cesticidel drugs. Parasitologists and clinicians afike recognize that, ..tis of clearly no valus to
eliminate the adu't tapeworm while leaving a reservoir i the animal' ectoparasites.” Because fleas are the primary source of
tapeworm infection to the pet, consistent monthly flea controlis essentia for the proper and complete treatment of tapeworms.
FRONTLINE Plus provides outstanding control of the primary intermediate host of tapeworms, fleas. Additionall, FRONTLINE
brand products are labeled for rapid elimination of chewing (biting) fice, also an intermediate host of Dipyfidium, making it the idea
choice for tapeworm control

Common Tapeworms and Their Life Cycle*

Dogs and cats may be infected with several types of tapeworms: Dipylidium caninur the teniids;or the pseudophylideans. Of
these, Dipyiidium caninumis, by far, the most common. One reason is that the common ectoparasites that nfest dogs and cats,
fleas and chewing (biting lice, act as intermediate hosts of Dipylidium caninum, Fortunataly this tageworm s vinually harmiess o

.. the petand seldom causes any ciinical problems. With today’ flea products, such as FRONTLINE Plus, tapeworm infections are
becoming less comman and easier to prevent

Tapeworm eggs are ingested by flea larvae or by any stage of the chewing (biting) louse. The aggs develog in the intestine of the
flea or louse into & larval stage of the tapeworm. These larvae then penetrate the intestinal wall of the flea or louse to invade the
insect’s body cavity. This process takes approximately 30 days. The dog or cat then becomes infected by ingesting a flea or louse
harbaring these tapeworm larvae. Once in the small intestine of the pet, the farvas develop into adult tapeworms within  month
following infection. Adutt tapeworms, which can grow 10 60 cm (23 long and 3 mm (0.12] wide, attach to the small intastine of the
pet They produce segments called proglotids. These segments mature, detach from the tapeworm, and migrate to the anus or
are passed in the feces. Tapeworm segments look lie large white ice grains and may be easily observed moving around on the
pet’s anal region. These proglottid segments contsin egg capsules, which burst to releas individuel aggs. Once ingested by a flea
larva or louse, the tapeworm fife cycle continues, posing a new risk of nfection to other dogs and cats.
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